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(in the words of Hudson and Richens) been erected * to the
status of a canon*. By Darwinism we in Britain and
Lysenko in Russia mean quite different things. We retain
those parts of Darwin's work which have withstood eighty
years of criticism, and we forget the rest. But for the
disciples of the ' new genetics' Darwin's work is sacrosanct.
Even his most tentative views must be accepted as literal,
true, and final, in the way that a Fundamentalist accepts
the story of the Fall. From Darwin, therefore, Lysenko's
school draws its view that variability in animals and plants
depends on the conditions of life, and that by manipulating
the environment it is possible to bring about appropriate
variations in a crop; also its view that continued self-
fertilisation in animals or plants is injurious.
The third authority is the famous Russian biologist
Timiryazev (1843-1920), who was one of the few scientists
of Tsarist times to side with Lenin in October 1917. He
was critical of some of the early work on genetics and he
was the great interpreter of Darwin to the Russian people.
Other authorities are Michurin (1855-1935) and Burbank
(1849-1926), who were both clever gardeners with no
rigorous scientific training; the one in Russia and the other
in the United States. They both * had an eye * for a good
plant, and they achieved great success in producing new
varieties. Their success was due to industry and practical
enterprise and not to any scientific basis in the design of
their experiments. Both America and the Soviet Union
set store by practical results, so that in the eyes of simple
people Michurin and Burbank became famous. As not
infrequently happens in such cases, both Michurin and
Burbank assumed that their fame would give authority
to their opinions on subjects they knew nothing about;
and they both made irresponsible pronouncements about
the laws of inheritance and variation. Thus, as a pleasant
relief from the complex and highly mathematical theories of
variation which are studied by modern geneticists, Burbank
says that variation occurs because " Mother Nature . . .

